
MEET THE MONTPELIER CENTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Montpelier Center for Arts & Education, Inc. (The Montpelier Center for Arts and Educa- 

tion) is located on historic Route 33 at 17205 Mountain Road, Montpelier, Virginia 23192. The 

former Montpelier High School built in 1929 is an important landmark to Western Hanover County. This brick 

structure is the last surviving public building in Hanover County constructed by funds raised solely by the local citizens 

during the Depression to provide an education for their children. Today, this highly visible landmark stands as a 

symbol of Virginia's tradition of caring, contributing and providing opportunities in education, arts and history. 

The Montpelier Center is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization located in the Montpelier Historic District which is listed 

on the National and State Historic Registries. The Montpelier Center is also a contributing member to the historic 

registry. 

 
 

History and Current Use 

The Montpelier Center’s current building structure was originally The Montpelier High School constructed in 1929. In 

1981 the building structure was abandoned; the building structure fell into disrepair and was condemned for 

demolition in 1987 by Hanover County. 

Save Our School (“SOS”) Foundation was established in 1988 by a group of dedicated volunteers who were able to 

save the historic building structure and bring The Montpelier Center to the level it has reached today as a cultural arts 

and education resource and center for the local area and region. 

By 1988, the Montpelier School lay abandoned and scheduled for demolition by Hanover County. Community leaders, 

upon learning of the planned demolition, organized the Save Our School Foundation. Funds were raised and 

restorations began. In 1991, the building was renamed The Montpelier Center for Arts & Education and was granted 
501(c)(3) status. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



History and Current Use Continued 

Recognizing that a bookmobile did not meet the needs for the library services in rapidly growing Western Hanover 

County, The Montpelier Center committed approximately $60,000 for restoration of the northern wing of the building 

and offered to lease that space to Hanover County for a Pamunkey Regional Library Branch. In January 1996, the 

Pamunkey Regional Library opened its operation, naming the branch the Lois Wickham Jones Montpelier Branch 

Library in honor of a benefactor to The Montpelier Center. 

In January 1998, final restorations were completed to The Montpelier Center. Today, programs are continually 

expanding to meet diverse demands of our members and the surrounding areas. To learn more about the history of 

the Center, you are invited to visit the photographic exhibit on display in our conference room. 

By supporting The Montpelier Center for Arts & Education, you are building on a foundation created by many 

community volunteers. Today, approximately 60,000 people in this region utilize the services provided by The Center 

and this number increases annually. 
 

2022 Annual Fundraiser 
 
 

Through its largest fundraiser of the year, The Montpelier Center funds 
programs that support art, culture, and education in our community! The 
2021 fundraiser raised $60,000. 

In 2022 The Montpelier Center will again host our Gala Fundraiser. Our 
Tropical Luau will be held on Saturday, April 23rd. The evening will include 
a live and silent auction, live music, open bar, and an island cuisine. 

To support The Montpelier Center, community members can purchase 
tickets or sponsor this event! Donations ensure that The Center can 
continue offering vital services to this area. 
 

Board of Directors and Staff 

The Montpelier Center is governed by a 13-member Board of Directors each of whom contribute a variety of time, 

talent, and treasure to ensure the success. 

Thank you to our 2022 Board of Directors: 
 

President - Joy Howard, Retired UPS Executive 
First Vice President ς Rob Monolo, Owner of JR Trucking and Construction 
Second Vice President - Lisa Powers, Owner of Art Explosions 
Secretary ς Chris Johnson, Attorney at Johnson & Johnson Attorneys at Law 
Treasurer - Dr. Matthew Aldred, Owner of Aldred Family Dentistry 
Board Emeritus - Sagle J. Purcell; President/CEO of C. T. Purcell, Inc. 
David Koogler - Retired VP Rappahannock Electronic Cooperative 
Justin Williams - Edward D Jones Rockville 
Deanna Waldrop - Nestle Health Science 
Kelly Aderhold, Retired Accountant/Auditor 
Dr. Teresa Neiss “Dr. Tree” - Chiropractor & Owner of Montpelier Family Chiropractic 
Donna Anthony - Country Day School 
Chris Zaldivar - Hometown Reality 
Gayle Stoneman - PawsCienda Pet Resort 
 
 
 
 



Board of Directors and Staff Continued 

A full time and part time team of employees guarantee the smooth operations of this multi-programmed arts and 

cultural organization for the enjoyment and education of our local community. 

Staff: 

Director of Events– Zack Thayer 
Program Coordinator – Anton Freeman 
Bookkeeper - Charlotte Pemberton 
Facilities - David Schips 
Preschool Director – Marie Armstrong 
Preschool Assistant Teacher- Amy Johnson 
Preschool Assistant - Courtney Thurston 
Afterschool Lead – Tammy Smith 
After School Teachers – & Toni McClendon 
Executive Director – Lloyd Dunnavant 
 
 
 

Recent Grant History 
 

Virginia Art Foundation 

This grant was awarded in January 2022 for $2,500 and is designed to support the arts during Covid.  Some of the money 
will be used to fund an outdoor mural class. 

 
    Virginia Early Childhood Foundation 

We received this grant in December 2021.  It is focused on supporting the active teaching provided 
by our pre-school and afterschool programs.  Thank you to our teachers for the work they did for 
this grant. 

 

The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation 

In November of 2020, the Center was awarded a $50,000 Challenge 1:1 Matching Grant by The Mary Morton Parsons 

Foundation. We are very appreciative that we were selected by The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation for a grant. The 

Montpelier Center raised $53,435 in 2020 and received the matching grant of $50,000, totaling $103,435 for needed 

updates and repairs. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Current Programs and Events 

Get to know The Montpelier Center’s work by learning more about its current program and event offerings! The 

Center hosts a variety of offerings that are affordable or free to the community. Despite being closed a quarter of 

the year due to the pandemic; The Montpelier Center hosted many classes in Art, music, and dance, health, and 

history.   With 12 community events in 2021 plus two ballet performances, The Center was Rocking. 
 

 
 
Classes 
The Montpelier Center holds a variety of arts and 

educational classes for   the   community to enjoy 

throughout the year. Friend us on Facebook to 

keep up with the constantly updating list. 

 
 

 
 

Fun and Educational Events 
 
BINGO: 

- Saw between 75-100 patrons each evening 
- Nancy Harrison did a spectacular job organizing everything 

 
Celtic Festival:  

- Saw over ~1,000 patrons 
- Showcased a myriad of Irish, Scottish, and Celtic performances & demonstrations  

 
Annual Fundraiser (Mardi Gras): 

- Generated ~$60,000 in net profit (including annual sponsorships) 
- Deja Gruv had everyone up & dancing 
- Live Auction was a huge success and fun for everybody 

 
Celebration of the Arts: 

- Featured 6+ different local music/performance acts 
- Hosted 25+ artist & craft vendors to showcase their work 

 
Music Under the Stars: 

- Featured 4 different bands throughout the summer (Scattered, Smothered, & 
Covered, Woody Woodworth, Joe the Spy, Abrams Bridge) 

- Hosted 8+ food trucks at the Center serving a variety of delicious artisan fare 
 
Halloween Bash: 

- Saw 400-500 patrons attend, a huge crowd for a first-time event (mix of adults & children)  
- All our trunk or treaters sold out of candy! 

 
Oyster Harvest Festival: 

- Had roughly ~800 patrons at the festival 
- Walter’s Oyster Stew was a big success, raising ~$850 for the Center 
- Had two bands perform (Bad Biscuits & Abrams Bridge), axe throwing, and lots of 

delicious food. 
 



 
Grand Illumination: 

- Had ~250-300 patrons in attendance (adults & children) 
- The Concert Ballet of VA delivered a lovely performance of the 

Nutcracker. 
- The Mt. Olivet Baptist Church’s Handbell Choir delivered their debut 

performance of 2021. 
- We raffled a quilt donated by Country School Quilters 

 
{ŀƴǘŀΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜΥ 

- Hosted 26 craft vendors and one food truck for the community to enjoy 
- Provided family photos w/ Santa 

 
 

Preschool and after School 

The Montpelier Center Preschool is a half day 

morning school for 3 and 4-year-old children. 

Our teacher-created curriculum emphasizes play 

and provides students with strong academic 

readiness in a fun and creative classroom 

environment. 

Our preschool incorporates early learning skills, 

fun and educational programs, guest speakers, 

holiday celebrations, science and many other 

enrichment activities to enhance learning. 

Our afterschool program runs from 3:00 -6:00 

PM on school days and offers a stimulating 

combination of work and play. Homework, 

crafts, games, or a nice hike around the complex. 

There is always fun to be had. 
 

 

Art Gallery 
 

 
 

The Montpelier Center houses one of the oldest 
galleries in Hanover County and holds between 6-9 
exhibits each year. Upcoming Exhibits include: 



 

History Returns to The Center 

 

The Montpelier Center offers a free quarterly 
history series to the community. Step back in 
time with a tour guide!  This series is sponsored 
by Trust & Wealth Management and Cavalier 
Rifle & Pistol Club. 

 
  
 

Celebration of the Arts 

2022 will be the Silver Anniversary of Celebration 
of the Arts at The Montpelier Center. 
 
The Celebration features local artisans, 
interactive art demonstrators, live music, local 
food, and this year, a talent show! 
 

Celebration Saturday, May 7th 2022. 
  
 

The Montpelier Center Farmers Market 

The Montpelier Center Farmers Market   is   a   
seasonal, producer-focused market held on the 
front lawn. Vendors include food and craft. 
Community quality, locally produced, and 
inspired goods! 

 
Each week the market is accompanied by a 
food truck. Open May through September on 
Tuesdays from 4-7pm. 

  
 

Music Under the Stars 

Over 700 people attended our outdoor 
summer con-cert series in 2021. 

 
These shows celebrate all things local with great 
mu- sic, food trucks, cash bar, a kid zone, and fun 
for the whole family! 

 

Many bands have performed at Music Under 
the Stars. Bands that performed in 202 are 
Woody Woodworth & the Piners, Stagg Creek, 
Scattered, Smothered, and Covered, and River 
Towne. 



Fall Fun 

Over 500 children and adults attended this 
year’s Trunk or Treat and 800 attended the 
Annual Oyster Harvest Festival. 

 
 
  
 

Montpelier Grand Illumination 

Featuring The Nutcracker and over 30,000 lights, The 
Montpelier Center ushered in the holiday season with 
a Grand Illumination. 

 

This free event is a community tradition that lights up 
the grounds with a spectacular show! 

 
250 people attended this wonderful occasion 
in 2021. 

  
 

{ŀƴǘŀΩǎ North Pole & Holiday Market 

Kids crafts, tasty holiday treats, a visit with Santa, 
and holiday shopping make this a local favorite 
event! 

 
Our holiday market is filled with dozens of 
local crafters and artisans for the community 
to shop from. 

 
Over 500 people attended in 2020! 

 
 


